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Remembering September 11, 2001
Rockets players, Coach John Lucas and more than 100 members of the Rockets staff 
made the annual 9/11 visits to Houston-area police and fire stations to remind first         
responders how much they are appreciated in the Houston community. Along with 
hugs, smiles, and a heartfelt thank you, the Rockets gave out Papa John’s Pizza, T-shirts 
and tickets to Rockets games.



Hoops for Troops
Rockets players spent the day working alongside military heroes at AAMA’s Sanchez 
Charter School in Houston. The work day provided a much needed facelift to the 
school’s courtyard and gazebo. A partnership between the NBA and the Department of 
Defense, Hoops for Troops teams up NBA players with military members in hosting joint 
community service projects. 



50-Year Anniversary Celebration 
The 2016-17 NBA season marked the 50-Year Anniversary of Rockets, and what better way 
to honor the team’s legacy than to bring back some of its most iconic players and coaches. 
Throughout the season the Rockets honored a different player and/or coach during every 
home game. The 41 honorees, included San Diego Rockets and first Rockets All-Star Don 
Kojis, Championship and Finals coaches Rudy Tomjanovich, Bill Fitch and Del Harris, as well 
as Rockets greats like Hakeem Olajuwon, Elvin Hayes, Ralph Sampson, and Clyde Drexler 
and fan favorites, including Otis Thorpe, Sleepy Floyd, Lewis Lloyd and Vernon Maxwell.  



Be F it
Houston area elementary students accepted the BeFit Challenge to spend six weeks 
eating healthy and excercising daily. Those who met daily fitness and nutrition goals 
were rewarded with great prizes. The school whose students tracked the most number 
of fitness hours received new fitness equipment.
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Power of Preparation  
It’s never too early to start learning about money management. That’s why the Rockets 
and Houston Federal Credit Union are passionate about teaching middle school students 
about finances. Thousands of students attended game show style financial literacy rallies 
where they learned about saving, budgeting and making wise spending decisions. 
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Read Nation  
Throughout the 2016-17 school year, the Rockets and Whataburger hosted reading events 
for hundreds of elementary students. Children were treated to live theatrical productions 
featuring classic children’s books. With hopes of igniting a life-long love of reading, the 
Rockets and  Whataburger gave each child in attendance their very own collection of 
assorted children’s books.
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Teaming with Teachers   
YES Prep Teachers, The Rockets and PwC had two goals when developing a math program for 8th 
grade students attending YES Prep Schools: support teachers in the classroom and demonstrate to 
students how math is essential to everyday life. PwC gave examples of how math concepts are used 
in their profession, while Rockets videos featuring players were created to support lessons on linear 
equations, statistics, and proportionality. The program concluded with a competition to test students’ 
knowledge and retention of concepts presented during the program. The winning campus was         
rewarded with a Rockets pizza party and rally.
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Clutching Accountability  
Clutching Accountability offered a unique opportunity for 50 high school seniors at 
YES Prep Southeast High School to participate in a mentor program with PwC associates. 
Throughout the year, the mentors offered advice and support to help students navigate 
the college application process. The unique partnership will continue through the 
students first year of college.
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Rockets Women’s Organization Book Drive   
The Rockets Women’s Organization teamed up with Reliant and the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation during the 2017 
playoffs to host the largest book drive ever held during a Rockets game. Fans donated more than 6,000 new or gently used books 
on behalf of the Bush Foundation and their partner agencies. All book donors receive rattle tickets for the chance to win a Rockets 
jersey as well as meet the player. Earlier in the season, the women participated in the foundation’s annual Read Aloud event, where 
volunteers read to students at Memorial Elementary. The Rockets Women’s organization is comprised of the significant others of 
players, coaches, and basketball operations staff. The organization strives to make a difference in the lives of families and children by 
volunteering time, energy and resources to various charitable organizations in the Houston area.
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Best  Shot
It’s been nearly 20 years since the Rockets began hosting the Best Shot League for the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Greater Houston. Today more than 22,000 members have participated in the 
program. In addition to league practice and games, club members have access to clinics and 
viewing parties and receive tickets to Rockets games and special events.  
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Environmental Awareness Week 
The Rockets and Republic Services are on a mission to promote environmental respect 
and conservation. Through activities like gardening and tree planting, children learn how 
to properly care for the environment. Other Environmental Awareness Week activities 
include in-arena awareness nights, recycling programs and hands on service projects. 
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Hero Recognition  
The Rockets are proud to continue their longstanding Heroes program in partnership with 
Bowen, Miclette & Britt Insurance Agency and Burns & McDonnell. During home games 
throughout the season, members of the military and first responders, as well as everyday 
heroes, are honored on court for their service to the community.
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1 7 T H Annual Rockets Run  
Each season, thousands of Rockets fans line up to compete in the Annual Rockets Run.   The 
5K run begins at Toyota Center, continues through the streets of downtown, and ends with 
fans crossing the finish line on the Rockets court. Proceeds from this season’s Rockets Run 
benefitted Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital. The day tipped off with a 1K Kids Fun Run,  
2 Mile Walk and 5K Race.
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Rockets Science
The Rockets and Houston Community College host an annual Rockets Science program for 
middle school students. In collaboration with Space Center Houston, Rockets Science is a STEM 
initiative through which students are given access to hands-on, real-world science activities that 
aim to teach the fundamentals of rocketry. Students are also challenged to build and launch 
their own rockets. 
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Kids Clinic
More than 100 kids were selected to participate in a private clinic with Hall of Famer, 
Calvin Murphy. The annual Kids Clinic offers one-on-one instruction from Calvin teaching 
the fundamentals of basketball and includes lots of friendly on the court competition.



Sunshine Kids
The Rockets have partnered with Sunshine Kids Foundation for almost two decades to        
provide a day filled with fun activites for children battling cancer. These courageous kids 
are given exclusive access to the Rockets practice court, a pregame meet and greet with 
players, and a luxury suite to enjoy a Rockets game.



Rockets & Randalls Partner with Kids’ Meals, Inc.
Kids’ Meals, Inc. is on a mission to end childhood hunger. This season, business teams 
from the Rockets and Randalls spent the day making sack lunches for the 2,500 children 
who depend on Kids’ Meals for at least one meal a day. Later in the day, Rockets players 
and Randalls staff boarded a van, and made house calls to families – delivering lunches 
and Randalls gift cards.
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Hiring Our Heroes by
 

In March, the Hiring Our Heroes Foundation hosted their annual job fair at Toyota Center for 
hundreds of veterans and Houston area companies. The Hiring Our Heroes Foundation was 
founded by veterans to help veterans, transitioning service members, and military spouses find 
meaningful employment opportunities.

Paws for Heroes by
The Rockets and Bowen, Miclette and Britt hosted Paws for Heroes Night to raise awareness about 
how Paws for Heroes is helping to bring healing and hope to active duty and military veterans. The all 
volunteer non-profit organization provides well trained and carefully evaluated shelter dogs to military 
with PTSD. “Man’s best friend” continues to be a source of emotional support and companionship for 
those impacted by the illness. 

Commit  For Life Blood  Drive
The Rockets hosted their annual Commit for Life Blood Drive at Toyota Center. Each year, 
Rockets fans and staff generously give blood, making it one of the most successful 
Houston area drives for the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center.



Holiday Giving : Thanksgiving  
Former Rockets players Calvin Murphy and Thomas Henderson joined Bowen, Miclette & 
Britt executives and their families in hosting a Thanksgiving dinner for members of Camp 
Hope. Camp Hope provides interim housing and a caring and positive environment for 
wounded warriors, veterans and their families suffering from combat related PTSD.   
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Season of Giving : Thanksgiving
The Rockets and ZTE helped to make the holiday season special for hundreds of 
families. The festivities tipped off with Rockets players delivering groceries to elderly 
Houstonians in the Third Ward. Nenê, KJ McDaniels and Bobby Brown joined former 
Rocket Vernon Maxwell, and ZTE executives in visiting unsuspecting seniors who 
were delighted to receive much needed assistance.
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James Harden Thanksgiving Dinner 
Rockets guard James Harden and his mother Monja Willis continued the family 
Thanksgiving ritual of providing a meal for families who may have fallen on hard times. 
This year’s recipients experienced loss because of torrential rains that hit Houston in 
April 2016. More than 150 attended the dinner.



Season of Giving : December Events  
ZTE’s Season of Giving continued with a night of fun at Dave and Busters and a magical theatrical 
experience for children who attended a private performance of the Express Children’s Theater’s 
“The Adventures of Santa Claus”. In all, more than 200 children participated in the two events, 
which included meeting Rockets players and receiving gifts, as well as party favors.  
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Annual Candelighters Party
In December, the Rockets and Bowen, Miclette & Britt hosted the annual party for the        
Candlelighters Cancer Family Alliance. In addition to meeting Calvin Murphy, KJ McDaniels 
and James Harden, each Candlelighter and their siblings received gifts, including pairs of 
Harden Vol. 1 basketball shoes.
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Ronald McDonald House Annual Holiday Party 
As is tradition, Rockets players hosted an annual holiday party for families residing at Ronald 
McDonald House Houston, a facility that provides a home away from home for families with 
children battling serious illnesses. The night was filled with fun and games, and concluded 
with Rockets players and Power Dancers passing out gifts to every child in the home.
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Harden December Shopping Spree  
James Harden and his mother, Monja Willis, hosted the fifth annual shopping spree 
for single mothers and their children. Joined by his sister and nephews, James and his 
family assisted as they made their way through store aisles, filling baskets with toys, 
clothes and essentials.



Ryan Anderson’s Day of Giving  
Rockets forward Ryan Anderson was also caught up in the spirit of giving by treating 50 
boys and girls from underserved communities to a shopping spree at Toys R Us. Ryan 
had a blast helping the kids pick out their toys and electronics.



Clutch City Cares for Kids
The 2nd Annual Clutch City Cares for Kids fundraising event raised $230,000 for Special 
Olympics Texas. The Rockets and Root Sports* hosted the fundraiser at a home game this 
past season. In two seasons, Clutch City Cares for Kids has raised over $350,000 for local 
children’s charities.
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Rockets Give Back Volunteers 
Companywide volunteer days are an annual tradition that Rockets staff have come to 
expect and enjoy—collectively volunteering more than 1,000 hours this past season. 
Most recently, the entire organization along with partners and season ticket members, 
spent the day assisting at the Houston Food Bank. Rockets alumni Mario Elie, Maurice 
Taylor, Moochie Norris, Allen Leavell and Calvin Murphy also participated in the service 
project.


